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Holocaust tale tumbles from letters M theasthor

By Barbara Yost
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

What Ann Kirschner didn’t
know about her mother could
fill a book.

Now it has.

When Sala Kirschner went
in for bypass surgery in 1991,
her daughter Ann knew only
that the Polish woman had
survived the Holocaust and
had been in a “camp.” Grow-
ing up, Ann knew she should
never ask questions about the
nature of that camp or what
had happened to Sala’s family.
One word and a cloud of sad-
ness and horror would pass
over Sala’s eyes.

But when Sala faced major
surgery at age 67, she called

her middle
child into her
room and
brought out a
box.

“These are
my letters
from camp,”
she said.

Letters that
speak of life in seven Nazi
work camps form the basis of
Sala’s Gift: My Mother’s Hol-
ocaust Story (Free Press,
2006, $26, hardcover) Ann, a
historian, will discuss the
book at the Arizona State
University’s Hayden Library
at 7 p.m. Thursday.

As Ann read the letters,
most of them in German, her
mother’s secret unfolded. In

Sala’s Gift

1940, 16-year-old Sala Garn-
carz, a Jew, went to work at a
labor camp, one of several
employing virtual slaves sup-
plied by Jewish leaders.

Her ailing older sister Rai-
zel had been assigned to the
camp, but Sala volunteered to
take her place. Between 1940
and 1945, Sala survived with a
personality that captivated
even her German guards and
thanks to the kindness of peo-
ple who helped her, including
one German family.

“She had a lot of good an-
gels along the way,” Ann said.
“She was an appealing per-
son.”

Sala’s most treasured pos-

See HOLOCAUST Page E7

Kirschner discusses her
book, Sala’s Gift: My Moth-
er's Holocaust Story.

. When: 7 p.m. Thursday.

Where: Arizona State Uni-
versity's Hayden Library,
Room C6 East, in Tempe.
Details: Free. (480) 965-
6164,

Kirschner also will attend
Tucson's Invisible Theatre
world premiere of a play
based on her book.

What: Letters to Sala.
When: Premiere at 7:30 to-
night. The play runs through
April 8.

Where: 1400 N. First Ave.,
Tucson.

Details: invisibletheatre
.com or 1-(520)-882-9721.
Tickets are $22 to $25.
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