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b Haw often does a daughter get to be her; mother 5 bwgrapher'?" asked Ann Kirsckirier, thh her mother Sala Gamearz Kirschner.. "!t’s a special treasure for a
daughterto getlo know her mother, not only as she is- now but ds a 16ydarold.” o Lt
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i the eve of a triplebypass
fsirgery, Sala  (Garncarz
Kirschner offered her daugh-
ter a box whosé contents she

had Kept secref for 50 years,
In that box, which ohce contained
- her daughter’s “Spill and Spel” game,
lay. Kirschrer’s jouwrnal, old photo-
graphs and more than 350 letters, post-
cards and scraps of paper. Written in
Polish, Yiddish, German and Russian,
they formed the bulk of correspon-
dence Kirschner recéived from her

family and fnends while workmg a8 s

slave laborer at Nazi labor camps dur-

ing World War Il

- Kirschrer risked her lfe to save
them during those years of terrorand
isolation, and brought ther to the Unit-
ed States as a war bride in 1946. She
did not want to go to the grave without
giving them to her family with her
blessings. )

“Those memoirs and correspordence
are the basis of “Sala’s Gift: My Moth-
er’s Holocanst Stery,” a bool written by
Ann Kirschner, her daughter, about'the
power of family, friendship and the writ-
ten word, Ann Kirschiner is dean of the
CUNY Honots College at the City Uni-

ver51ty of NEWYork
“Hovw often does a daughter get to
be her mother’s blographer"" asked

- Ann Kirschner, sitting in her mother's

home fn Monsey afew days ago. “If'sa
special treasure for a daughter to get
to know her mother, not only as she is
now, bt asa lﬁ-year-oid "

Tomorrow, in celebration of Moth-
er's Day, A Kirschnerand her moth-
er will kick off a three-year nationwide
hoolk tour with a special author presen-
tafton at Finkelstein Memorial Library,
their home Hbrary.

An exhibition reproducing the let-
ters, journals, pestcards and other doc-
uments will be on view at the hbrary‘s

ift of letters comes full circle

Fielding Room until June 30. The orig-
inal letters have been donated to the
New York Library System.
Kirschner will be st the hbrary for a .
book signing that day. i

“H's avery neat Mother's Day freat
that we will be presenting to follssin
this community,” said Bob Devino, di-
rector of the library. “It’'s a story of in<
tense persenal coarzge. The fact that
she kept it to herself for so many years,
the trauma and the suffering, is what
makes it unique. She made the informa-
tion available o their daughter so that
fatare getierations could know.”

Please see LETTERS, 4A



